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Upcoming Events 

Stellar Communities 
Designation Program 
Informational 
Workshop 

January 27 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
EST 

Fort Benjamin Harrison 
Conference Center, 
Indianapolis  

Learn about key 
partners, program 
timelines, letter of 
intent (LOI) submission 
packet requirements, 
and key barriers to 
success. Visit here for 
more information.  

 
OCRA Regional 
Conferences 

Join Lt. Governor Sue 
Ellspermann, OCRA 
staff, partners and 
community leaders to 
learn more about 
OCRA's initiatives as 

A Note from the Executive Director 
Hello to all our of our partners and friends and happy New Year! I hope you are just as 
excited for OCRA’s 2016 programs as we are. Since the beginning of our administration, we 
have made it our mission to assist Indiana's communities to ensure they are thriving and 
relevant in the 21st century.  

Looking back at 2015, our initiatives were able to assist 115 communities and secure $27 
million for Indiana's cities and towns. With the new year upon us, we will continue to dedicate 
our time and resources to make certain our hometowns are positioned for economic success 
both now and in the future. 

We sincerely thank all our partners for their trust and continued interest in further enhancing 
rural Indiana.   

Our door is always open, so if you are interested in learning more about our programs or 
have any questions, I encourage you to contact us. To view a full listing of OCRA’s 
community liaisons, please visit here. 

Sincerely, 

 
Bill Konyha 
OCRA Executive Director 
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well as connect with 
others who are working 
to shape and achieve 
local visions for 
community and 
economic 
development. 

March 16  
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
CST 

LaPorte Civic 
Auditorium 

1001 Ridge Street, 
LaPorte, 46350 

 
March 18 
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
EST 

WestGate Academy 
Conferencing and 
Training Center 

13598 East WestGate 
Drive, Odon, 47562 

 
April 1 
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
EST 

Eagle's Nest Event 
Center 

125 S. Eagle Glen Trl, 
Columbia City, 46725 

 
April 7 
8:30 to 3:00 p.m. EST 

Lawrenceburg Event 
Center 

777 Hollywood Blvd, 
Lawrenceburg, 47025 

 
Be on the look out for 
the OCRA Regional 
Conferences 
registration 
information.  

 
Recently 
Recognized 

OCRA continues to 

 

 

New Year, New OCRA 
On December 7th, OCRA revealed our new logo at the  2015 awards ceremony and 10th 
anniversary celebration. It was a great day to celebrate OCRA’s decade of successes as well 
as look forward to the future! We hope you enjoy OCRA’s new look as much as we do.  

To view a full list of communities recognized at the ceremony, click here.  

 

 

 
Lt. Governor Sue Ellspermann and the OCRA staff pose for a picture after the 2015 awards 
ceremony and 10th anniversary celebration.  
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assist Indiana's 
communities in shaping 
and achieving their 
vision for economic 
development. See the 
latest list of counties, 
cities and towns that 
have been assisted 
through our programs.  

Indiana Main Street 
Town of Hope 
(Bartholomew Co) 
City of Clinton (Ripley 
Co) 
Town of Bargersville 
(Johnson Co) 

Place Based 
Investment Fund 
Town of Brownstown 
(Jackson Co)  
City of Decatur (Adams 
Co) 
Town of Middlebury 
(Elkhart Co) 
City of New Haven 
(Allen Co) 
Owen County 
Vigo County 

Indiana Site Certified 
Tippecanoe County 
Owen County 

 
Meet the Newest 
OCRA 
Community 
Liaisons 

Community Liaisons 
(CLs) assist 
communities in 
accomplishing the 
goals set forth by the 
local government and 
live within the cities and 
towns they serve to 
help locate funding and 
other resources for 
community and 
economic development 
projects. They are the 
front door to OCRA. 

 
Lt. Governor Ellspermann commends Indiana's cities and towns for taking proactive steps in 
enhancing their local economic development efforts.  

 

2016 Calendar Events 
OCRA will continue to aid communities in shaping and achieving their vision for economic 
success both now and in the future. Mark your calendars with all of the important dates 
listed here!  

 

 

New Indiana Site Certified Program Launched 
The Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs recently launched our new Indiana Site 
Certified (ISC) program. ISC is designed to build upon what is currently known as the Indiana 
Shovel Ready certification, to validate sites that are ready for economic development 
opportunities. 

The goals of the ISC program are to: 

 Illustrate the communities‘ commitment to economic growth 

 Mitigate risks for businesses who want to locate or expand their operations in 
Indiana 

 Serve as a marketing tool to promote sites that are ready for development 

ISC recognizes three tiers of readiness: Silver, Gold and Prime. For more information 
regarding the tiers and general programmatic parameters, please visit the ISC webpage. 

Communities of any size may apply for the designation through OCRA. Applications for 
certification are accepted on a rolling basis. The first step is to contact your OCRA 
Community Liaison who will be able to offer current program details, evaluate readiness to 
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Andrea Deutsch 
Southeast Community 
Liaison 
adeutsch@ocra.in.gov 
(317) 690-9736 

 
Ashlee Fiandaca 
Northeast Community 
Liaison 
afiandaca@ocra.in.gov 
(317) 607-4821 

proceed and provide application instructions.  

 

 

Information from our Partners 
Promise Indiana - College and Career Ready Initiative 

Request for Applications: Promise Indiana Pilot Program 2016-17 

Promise Indiana is a community-driven framework for helping youth increase hope and build 
the assets they need to pursue education beyond high school. With support from the Indiana 
Education Savings Authority, eight Indiana communities are currently piloting Promise 
Indiana and the initiative will expand to include additional communities during the 2016-17 
school year.  

Business, education, local government, and non-profit sectors each have a part to play in 
increasing educational attainment in your community, by creating college-going culture and 
helping youth establish college and career identity. Students with a dedicated college 
savings account in their name are seven times more likely to attend college; account 
ownership is a key piece of identity-building for youth at every stage of the educational 
pipeline. The Promise helps communities leverage support for families to begin saving for 
higher education and for youth to begin college and career discovery.  

The Promise Indiana pilot is a unique opportunity to be one of the first communities in the 
state to receive operational support to launch the initiative and create meaningful outcomes 
for youth and families. Follow the link below to learn more about the Promise Indiana model 
and how your community can become one of the pilots selected for the 2016-2017 school 
year.  

Promise Indiana Pilot Application: http://bit.ly/PromiseIndiana 

Applications must be submitted online by February 12, 2016 (11:59 pm EST).  

If you have further questions about Promise Indiana or require technical assistance with the 
online application please contact: 

Phil Maurizi 
VP of Promise Operations 
Wabash County YMCA 
pmaurizi@wabashcountyymca.org 
260-563-9622, ext. 406 

 

In case you missed it...OCRA on Social Media 
For all of the latest updates on social media follow us on Twitter, like us on Facebook. 
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Jennifer Vandeburg 
North Central 
Community Liaison 
jvandeburg@ocra.in.go
v 
(317) 460-4234 

 
Martin Vaught 
Southwest Community 
Liaison 
mvaught@ocra.in.gov 
(317) 439-8905 

 
Click here for a 
county breakdown of 
the Community 
Liaison regions.  

To connect with 
OCRA staff, visit the 
Contact Us page on 
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our website.  
 

 

 

 

OCRA is an agency within the Office of 

the Lieutenant Governor's Family of Business. 
The Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs works with local, state and national partners to provide resources and technical assistance to aid 
communities in shaping and achieving their vision for economic development.  

Follow us on Twitter, like us on Facebook. 
Inquiries should be directed to ocracommunications@ocra.in.gov 
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